




WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th September in 
Wickham Skeith Village Hall



Councillors Present: Harriet Bowes (HB) (Chair person,) Amanda Noller (AN) (Vice Chairperson) Sara Crabb (SC) Tom Rowe (TR)
Apologies: Tamsin Little (TL), David Cleave (DC) Rowland Warboys (RW)
In Attendance : Karen Lillistone (KL) (Clerk), Andrew Stringer (AS) and eight members of the public.
Harriet Bowes welcomed all to the meeting. 
070926/01	No applications received, Continue with one vacancy for Parish Councillor.  Vacancy Is on notice board
070926/02	Tamsin Little & David Cleave sent apologies, these were accepted by Amanda Noller.
070926/03	No Declarations of Interest & Dispensation from Councillors for this meeting.
070926/04	Minutes: Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 6th July 2026 prior to the meeting and agreed they accurately reflect the decisions made at the meeting; HB was authorised to sign and date these as a true record.
	Public Forum:  
070926/05	Dead deer is still on the A140, it has been reported numerous times.
070926/06	Agricultural vehicles are speeding through the village, some skid marks on the road, when having to stop.  Sara to speak to her neighbour to see if these are the vehicles, and if they could slow down through the village. Comments from public can the tractors even go as fast as the speedlimit?  Also raise with Andrew Stringer.
070926/07	Community Orchard, need to find someone in village to keep them pruned Add request into the newsletter.
070926/08	A CIL request has come into repair the path between the entry and Daisy green lane.  This needs to go to highways to resolve.  Also the public footpath is broken and just propped up in the hedge. Andrew to confirm this is on the list for maintenance.

	
070926/09	Councillors confirmed receipt of Rowland Warboys (RW) & Andrew Stringers (AS) Reports 
                          monthly report prior to the meeting; the full report is appended to these minutes.  
	Questions raised on the following
070926/10	Speed Limits of The A140, why is it 40 prior and after the Stoke White Horse Junction, yet 50 on at the junction.  This is due to damage on the road needing repair.  This happens various points along the road.
070926/11	No Biodiversity updates, remove from Agenda until raised again.
070926/12	Community Emergency Plan – Meeting planned 15/09 with Council to understand what they expect of us, feedback at next meeting.
070926/13	CIL proposals – Pathway for Entry to Daisy Green Lane – this should be highways to resolve Andrew Stringer will speak to them.  KL to write back to Villager who raised the proposal.
070926/14	CIL proposals – Village Hall Bar area.  Proceed to next stage to get formal quotes and bring back to next meeting.  Jenny Elphick – Chair of Village Hall Committee was at the meeting and will action this.
070926/15	CIL proposals – White Gates, Long discussion of the merits of this, c£15k Should there be other calming measures, eg. Dragons Teeth, Another SID, who would maintain the gates.  Andrew Stringer also suggested that maybe an option to add the ANPR module onto the SID.  He needs to check if this is possible.  Respond at next meeting.  It was agreed to move ahead with formal quotations to confirm pricing and ongoing maintenance options and present these for consideration at a future meeting.  The ANPR/SID may be an Alternative option for use of the CIL money, If allowed and not funded by highways. 
070926/16	Request to Andrew Stringer to find out when the Street is due for resurfacing.
070926/17	Can we get a Noise Survey done on the street for Traffic. Sara to followup with District Council.
070926/18	Andrew Stringers report highlights – Traffic Calming – Dragon teeth, Roundels.  Questions raised – who would pay for this.  Andrew Stringer to confirm.  Can we get a lead into the 30 m speed limit a 40m to start to slow people down.  Andrew Stringer confirmed this unlikely due to current highways policy.  Flooding on road at Thwaite junction has identified source, which will now be fixed.
07/0926/19	Neighbourhood plan – investigations have confirmed, c£20k to prepare funding can be requested from MSDC.  If have Village Plan – Which has a wider scope covering traffic and environmental  as well as planning but does not have statutory weight. We would not get any funding for this.  
	A Neighbourhood plan would confirm where the village would like any development to take place.  Without any plan we are vulnerable to speculative developers. However, currently the funding can only be secured by committing to plan for 50 Houses in the village.  Confirmed by Andrew Stringer.
Public comment – Why cant there be some smaller houses.  We also need commitment from the village to help with the plans.
The Parish Council can not proceed with the Neighbourhood Plan without funding and does not want to commit to 50 houses in the village.  Therefore Neighbourhood plan activity will be put on hold for present time.
07/0926/20	Possible to get an Area Landscape Appraisal to assist with Plans.  Agree to close the Neighbourhood Planning agenda point and revisit in Q1 2027 when the draft special strategy will be published.
07/0926/21	Planning – DC/26/03571 – No objections to the tree works in a conservation area.
07/0926/22	The Grimmer – having spoken to a solicitor, advise is to leave as is.  No-one to our knowledge has any claim on it, however if anyone could at a later date attempt a claim, we would have to see their documentation.  Close the action.
	Finance
07/0926/23	BT Debt to be investigated, Tom to lead and respond to next meeting.
07/0926/24	Finance Reports Opening balance £24811.40 for start of financial year.
		Receipts in £5372.27
		Payments out £4241.70 as at 31st August.
07/0926/25	Invoices paid during the month, in line with planned budget.
07/0926/26	HMRC £153.75
07/0926/27	ICO £47.00
07/0926/28	Karen Lillistone salary July £389.10
07/0926/29	Vodafone July £15.90. 1St payment of new contract part month.
07/0926/30	Unity – Bank Fees £7.00
07/0926/31	Vodafone August £31.80
07/0926/32	Karen Lillistone salary August £353.20
07/0926/33	Unity – Bank Fees £7.00
07/0926/34	Unplanned payment made to MIL for the BT Debt.  Agreed by 3 councillors £969.31.
07/0926/35	Invoices received for this month not yet paid, Tina Newall for Handover, Vodafone
07/0926/36	Payment for Precept part two is due in September of £3636.22
07/0926/37	Karen to chase up Sara Crabb access to Unity.
07/0926/38	Karen raised question on no charges being received for either Bins or Grass cutting – Rowland to check the bins, Karen to speak to Paul Baker directly re grass cutting.
07/0926/39	Karen raised question why is all the money in a current account and not in saving getting interest.  Provided options within Unity of savings accounts – agreed to go with the 32 days notice account.  Karen to set up and move the CIL money into this.
07/0926/40	Karen reminded councillors that the audit programme would be starting shortly and would advise in next meeting if anything sufficiently different from previous years.
07/0926/41	Correspondence – various letters sent to councillors since last meeting, those requiring attention follow
07/0926/42	Insurance is due 1st October.  £486.12 agree to progress this.
07/0926/43	Correspondence going to incorrect addresses.  Karen to get all communication to be sent via email where possible, or the Village Hall Address. 
07/0926/44	Tilbury Grants – discussion if we should ask for a grant as we hadn’t wanted the Pylons to start with.  This round of grants due to finish this month, there will be later ones, so we should think if we want in the future.
07/0926/45	Taxi Bus – we have been asked for feedback on the service, it hasn’t been available within Wickham Skeith.
HB Closed meeting at 9.42pm
	Next Meeting 9th November 7.30 pm.  
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